REVOLTED AMERICA
Carolina; and he was one of the very few men in Parliament
who could speak with first-hand knowledge on American affairs.
Time after time he rose in his place to warn the Government not
to alienate the colonists from their allegiance to the British Crown.
Grafton himself—and probably here he was influenced by the
King—saw that the problem of die relationship of the Mother
Country and the North American colonies was one which could
not be postponed indefinitely. He was not unwilling to hold out
an olive branch to the discontented colonists. The whole
question was thoroughly debated by the Cabinet. Grafton de-
clared himself for the entire removal of the duties levied under
Charles Townshend's Revenue Act: some of his colleagues took
the view that such a course of action wTould be interpreted as
another admission of weakness, and made the counter-proposal
that the cause of conciliation could be well served, and the
sovereignty of Parliament maintained at the same time, by
removing all the duties except that on tea. This party eventually
gained its point—by a majority of one vote!
The Government's decision was immediately communicated
to the colonial Governors; but the whole effect was spoilt by
Hillsborough who in the circular letter which was sent out assumed
the attitude of a parent scolding a wayward child. Grafton,
however, went before the promise to the colonists could be
fulfilled; and North, his successor, was the leader of the party in
the Cabinet which had stood firm for the retention of die duty
on tea in order to stake out the claim of Parliament's sovereignty.
Had North been a wiser politician he would have taken particular
note of the petition which the people of Massachusetts drew up
on receiving the information that the Government proposed to
abolish the Townshend duties.
We should be glad [die petitioners said] that the ancient and happy
union between Great Britain and this country might be restored.
The taking off the duties on paper, glass, and painters' colours,
upon commercial principles only, will not give satisfaction. Dis-
content runs through the continent upon much higher principles.
Our rights are invaded by the Revenue Acts; therefore until they
are all repealed, and the troops recalled, the cause of our just com-
plaints cannot be removed.
But George may have confirmed North in his own opinion that
one duty must be retained to safeguard a principle: not only was
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